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PROGRAM

Check-in/Registration

Hors D’oeuvres 
  

Cash Bar (complimentary two drink tickets)

Silent Auction (closes at 8:45 pm) 

Have Photos Taken!

5:30 - 6:45 pm     	     Cocktail & VIP Reception

6:45 - 9:00 pm		  Dinner Program

HAVE A PHOTO TAKEN WITH 
THURMAN THOMAS!

(Photo session ends at 9:45 pm)

9:00 - 9:45 pm	 Check-out & Photos
Please check-out by 9:45.  

Auction item(s) not checked-out by 9:45 must be picked up at  
Cancer Support Community at Gilda's Club during business hours. 

Dinner & Program
Keynote Speaker - Thurman Thomas

"Adam Interviews" & Guest Q&A
Awards Presentation

Live Auction 
Support the Mission

Emcee 
Oran Spitzer

News 8 WROC

Auctioneer
Joe Lomonaco
WHAM 1180

Adam Interviews
Adam Chodak
News 8 WROC
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KEYNOTE           SPEAKER

THURMAN THOMAS
Pro Football Hall of Famer

Thurman Thomas is a Pro Football Hall of Famer, 
entrepreneur, philanthropist and longtime Buffalo 
community leader whose impact has extended far 
beyond the football field.

A native of Houston, Texas, Thurman first made his 
mark at Oklahoma State University, where he became 
one of the most accomplished running backs in 
school history and earned All-America honors twice. 
Selected by the Buffalo Bills in the second round of 

the 1988 NFL Draft, he went on to become one of the most dynamic and versatile 
running backs of his generation.

During 12 seasons with the Buffalo Bills, Thurman was at the heart of one of the 
most memorable eras in NFL history, helping lead Buffalo to four consecutive AFC 
Championships and four straight Super Bowl appearances. A five-time Pro Bowl 
selection, he was named the NFL’s Most Valuable Player and Offensive Player of the 
Year in 1991 and became the first player in NFL history to lead the league in yards 
from scrimmage for four consecutive seasons.

He finished his 13-year NFL career with 12,074 rushing yards, 4,458 receiving yards 
and 88 total touchdowns. His accomplishments earned him a place on the NFL’s All-
Decade Team of the 1990s and, in 2007, induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
He was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame the following year.

But for Thurman, Buffalo became much more than the city where he played football. 
It became home.

Together with his wife, Patti, Thurman has spent decades giving back to the Western 
New York community that embraced their family. Through the Thurman Thomas 
Family Foundation, Thurman, Patti and their family work to create opportunities and 
provide resources for people throughout the community, with a focus on education, 
health and wellness, diversity and inclusion.

(continued on next page)
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KEYNOTE           SPEAKER

The Foundation’s scholarship program grew from a scholarship Thurman originally 
established in 1994 while he was still playing for the Bills. In partnership with the 
SUNY Erie Community College Foundation, the program helps disadvantaged Erie 
County students continue their education by providing assistance with tuition, fees, 
books and related expenses.

Thurman has also made health advocacy an important part of his community 
involvement. He supports Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center’s Cruisin’ for 
a Cure, an annual prostate cancer screening, education and awareness event created 
to encourage early detection and help save lives. His involvement brings particular 
attention to the importance of screening among men at increased risk, including African 
American men and those with a family history of prostate cancer.

Off the field, Thurman has built a career in business while remaining deeply connected 
to Buffalo and Western New York. Yet among all of his accomplishments — athlete, 
Hall of Famer, businessman and philanthropist — the roles that remain most important 
to him are those of husband, father, grandfather, friend and member of the Buffalo 
community.

Thurman and Patti have built their life and raised their family in Western New York, 
creating a legacy that is about far more than football. The same loyalty, determination 
and heart that defined Thurman’s playing career continue to guide the Thomas family’s 
work today.

More than three decades after he first arrived in Buffalo, Thurman Thomas remains one 
of the region’s most recognizable and beloved figures — not simply because of what he 
accomplished wearing number 34, but because he chose to stay, invest, serve and make 
Buffalo his home.

His football career made him a Hall of Famer. His life after football has made his 
legacy much bigger than the game.
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SPONSORS

reception

partner awards

Robert Sanders

KEYNOTE SPONSOR BAR SPONSOR

AUCTION  SPONSORS

Frank & Sharon 
Insero
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(585) 271-6311 | Radec.com
100 Rockwood Street, Rochester, NY 14610

Radec Electric delivers 
reliable commercial, 
industrial and design build 
solutions you can trust.

Proud Auction Sponsor 
of the Heroes Ball

Electrical Construction • Controls 
Communication • Design Build Services

SERVING GREATER UPSTATE NY
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event support

SPONSORS

HEROES BALL COMMITTEE

co-chair
Colleen Parsons

co-chair
Rob Poltrino

members

Hamilton Q AV
(audio visual)

Danielle Johnson Azzolino
Iskra Bonanno
Claire Bopp 

Jacqueline Carzo
Edward Case

Jillian Cauwels
Heather Dale

Michael Daniels, MD
Josh Desilet

Jacquie DiStefano
Julia Evans

Diana Fisher
Richard Fraser
Hunter Johnson
Rosa LaDelfa

Lisa Laluk
Clyde Miller
Paige Monks

Steven Ognibene, MD
Laura Page

John Papponetti
Orlando Rivera

John Salter
Christopher Simmons

Ryan Wegman
Troy Whigham

Lawrence Yovanoff

hero

media partners

Myers Creative Imaging
(honoree videos) 

Total Graphics & 
Print Solutions, Inc 

(program book)

SpeedPro Imaging
(signage)

Aurelian Law
Eisai
Harris Beach Murtha
LeFrois Builders & Developers

Pike Construction Services
Spark Labor Law PC
Stern Properties
Taylor The Builders
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Highland Hospital is proud 
to collaborate with the 

Cancer Support Community 
at Gilda’s Club Rochester.
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HERO Award - given to an individual or group demonstrating meritorious, outstand-
ing or heroic distinctive personal involvement in the cancer arena by a local individual.

John Mariano, M.D.
URMC/Wilmot Cancer Institute
Golisano Children's Hospital

A Rochester native, John’s journey in medicine has been 
shaped by a longstanding connection to his community and a 
commitment to improving the lives of cancer survivors across 
all ages. After completing undergraduate studies at Cornell 
University and a formative research experience at the Food 
and Drug Administration, he returned home for medical school 
and a combined Internal Medicine–Pediatrics residency at the 
University of Rochester, where he developed a passion for 

survivorship care and interdisciplinary collaboration. 

His clinical training exposed him to the unique challenges faced by adolescent and young adult 
(AYA) patients, particularly those with sarcoma, and highlighted the importance of reproductive 
health and oncofertility counseling from cancer diagnosis through survivorship. These 
experiences inspired his clinical research, which uses real world data to identify barriers and 
opportunities in oncofertility and supportive care.
 
In Rochester, John partners closely with community based organizations, including Cancer 
Support Community at Gilda’s Club, to develop developmentally appropriate programs and 
support for young people and families affected by cancer. Through joint programming, education, 
and advocacy, he works to bridge care delivered in the clinic with the lived experiences of 
survivors and their loved ones. With joint clinical appointments in pediatric and adult survivorship 
at the University of Rochester Medical Center, he is dedicated to providing personalized, 
equitable care while mentoring the next generation of clinicians.

HONOREE

Scan QR Code to watch 
Dr. Mariano's video
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Jacob Gitelman Award - presented in recognition of outstanding meritorious 
service by a local medical professional working in the cancer arena.

Sajeena Geevarghese, M.D.
Medical Director, Gynecologic Oncology
Rochester Regional Health

A native of Chattanooga, Tennessee, Sajeena 
Geevarghese, MD, is a board-certified gynecologic 
oncologist and Medical Director of Gynecologic Oncology 
at Rochester Regional Health. She received her medical 
degree from Johns Hopkins University, completed her 
residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Washington 
University in St. Louis, and her fellowship in Gynecologic 
Oncology at the University of Minnesota. 

She joined Rochester Regional Health in 2022 as Executive Medical Director of Gynecologic 
Oncology, where she leads the division's clinical, strategic, and operational priorities while 
continuing to provide comprehensive surgical and medical care to women with gynecologic 
cancers. 

At the heart of her approach to medicine is the belief that it is an 
extraordinary privilege to care for women during one of the most 
vulnerable times in their lives. She views her role as extending far 
beyond treating cancer—to accompanying, coaching and supporting 
women as they navigate the physical, emotional, psychological and 
social challenges of a cancer diagnosis.

She believes that excellent cancer care requires both medical expertise 
and attention to the whole person. She wants every patient to feel seen, 
heard and respected, and above all, to know that she does not have to 
face cancer alone.

Central to this philosophy is the multidisciplinary team she has helped build at Rochester 
Regional Health. She is deeply proud of a culture defined by compassion, excellence, 
responsiveness, attention to detail and genuine support for one another. Physicians, advanced 
practice providers, nurses, medical assistants and access associates work alongside inpatient 

“So many women spend 
their lives caring for 
everyone around them—
their children, spouses, 
parents and families. 
Cancer suddenly places 
them in the unfamiliar 
position of needing to be 
cared for. To be entrusted 
with caring for them 
during that time is an 
incredible privilege.”

HONOREE

(continued on next page)
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and operating room teams, oncology pharmacists, social workers and other specialists with a 
shared commitment to caring for each patient as a whole person. Dr. Geevarghese considers one 
of the greatest privileges of leadership to be creating an environment in which talented people can 
bring their individual gifts together in service of patients and their families.

Throughout her more than 20 years in gynecologic oncology, teaching and mentorship have 
remained central to her career.  She has taught and mentored generations of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology residents, several of whom were inspired to pursue gynecologic oncology and have 
become accomplished specialists themselves. She considers investing in the next generation of 
physicians another way to extend compassionate, excellent cancer care far beyond the patients 
she can personally reach.

Ultimately, Dr. Geevarghese’s philosophy is simple: while medicine cannot always cure, it can 
always care. She hopes every woman entrusted to her care knows that she is seen, that she 
matters, and that she will never have to face cancer alone.

Scan QR Code to watch 
Dr. Geevarghese's video

At ESL, we believe in the worth of our 
collective strength — to uplift the whole 
community and help you thrive where 
you belong.

ESL is proud to support Cancer Support 
Community at Gilda’s Club Rochester 
and make progress together.  

esl.org/you-belong

G IVE N E W ME A N IN G TO 
WH AT TRU LY M AT TER S .

Membership subject to eligibility. ESL is a registered service mark of ESL Federal Credit Union.

BRITTANY 
ESL CUSTOMER
Maplewood 
Neighborhood



- 15 -

John Salter
ESL Commercial Banking 
Immediate Past Board Chair
Cancer Support Community at Gilda's Club Rochester

John Salter is a Senior Relationship Manager with ESL 
Commercial Banking where he partners with businesses 
across the Rochester region to streamline banking 
operations, strengthen cash flow, and secure financing 
solutions. Throughout his 20-year career in banking and 
commercial finance, John has held roles at First American 
Equipment Finance, M&T Bank, and ESL developing a 

reputation for building strong relationships and helping companies achieve their financial goals.

John joined the Board of Directors at Cancer Support Community at Gilda’s Club Rochester in 
2020 and quickly became a dedicated advocate for the organization’s mission of ensuring that 
no one faces cancer alone. Throughout his tenure, he has served in several leadership positions 
including Development Chair, Vice Chair, and Board Chair. John also served as the Chair and 
Co-Chair of the organization’s signature fundraising event, the Heroes Ball, in 2023 and 2024, 
helping to raise critical funds to support the organization’s growing impact in the community. 

Beyond his leadership positions, John has taken a highly hands-on approach to advancing 
Cancer Support Community's mission. In addition to leading fundraising efforts, donor cultivation 
initiatives, strategic planning, board development, and community outreach, he has actively 
represented the organization through television and radio media appearances to promote 
fundraising events and increase public awareness of the organization's services. He has 
also volunteered his time directly with members, including preparing and serving meals at 
member events and delivering groceries to individuals and families impacted by cancer. These 
experiences have allowed him to connect personally with those the organization serves while 
reinforcing the importance of providing compassionate support beyond clinical care.

During John's tenure on the board, Cancer Support Community experienced significant 
growth in membership, programming, revenue, and board engagement. This 
growth strengthened the organization's ability to provide 
comprehensive social, emotional, and educational support to 
cancer patients, survivors, caregivers, and family members 
throughout the region.

Richard McGlynn Award - given to an individual who through their leadership, 
inspiration or own survivorship, have worked on behalf of people with cancer.

HONOREE

Scan QR 
Code to 

watch John 
Salter's video
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Committed to 
Community Impact
We’re helping build strong and vibrant 
communities for our employees, clients 
and their families.
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Richard DiMarzo
Founder, Judy's Fund 
Judy DiMarzo Survivorship Program

Richard graduated from Colgate University in 1972. He is 
the father of two sons, Josh and Brian; two daughter-in-laws, 
Amanda and Mary; and one grandson, Jack. He was married to 
Judy DiMarzo for 39 years until her death in 2009 after a nine 
year battle with cancer.

During Judy’s lifetime, beginning with her cancer diagnosis 
in 2000, they began a giving campaign to the Wilmot Cancer 

Institute. After Judy’s death, Richard began donating money initially to support to lymphoma research.

During a breakfast meeting with Dr. Jonathan Friedberg, Dr. Laura Calvi, his partner, Paul Hanrahan, 
and Paul's wife, Katie, the group discussed an alternative to supporting lymphoma research: funding a 
cancer survivorship program. After further conversations with friends and family, everyone agreed, and 
he decided to direct his support toward funding the cancer survivorship program.

Judy’s Fund was the initial fundraising organization for the cancer survivorship program. As this 
program grew from infancy to adolescence to adulthood, the Judy DiMarzo Cancer Survivorship 
program at the Wilmot Cancer Institute was created with Richard's personal bequest. The program in 
Judy’s name not only provides support for survivors, but additionally funds cancer research. Judy’s 
Fund was the beginning of what is now the Warrior Walk/ Weekend, an annual event of the Wilmot 
Cancer Institute.

The original committee launched the Warrior Walk in 2013. The Warrior/Walk Weekend has raised 
more than $3.5 million for survivorship and research. It has raised $2.5 million in the past three years 
alone, and the hope is to raise another $1.5 million this year. Most of this growth resulted as he 
stepped away from the day-to-day committee. Richard extends kudos to all those who work diligently 
on the Warrior/Walk Weekend.

Today, Richard has been happily married to Marisela for eight years.

Christie Simonetti Award - given to an individual(s) in recognition of their 
caring and concerned spirit shown to others. The award's namesake passed away at the age 
of 8 from leukemia. She brought out the best in anyone who met her.

HONOREE

Scan QR Code to watch 
Richard DiMarzo's video
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Rochester Americans
Jody Gage
Director of Strategic Planning

The Rochester Americans have regularly participated 
in league-driven cancer initiatives for the past several 
seasons, most notably Hockey Fights Cancer Night, a 
larger campaign spearheaded by the National Hockey 
League, National Hockey League Players’ Association 
and the American Hockey League designed to unite 
the hockey community in support of people affected by 
cancer. 

While the overall theme of the night is part of more a 
global initiative, it also impacts the local community 
with Cancer Support Community at Gilda’s Club being 

the team’s primary partner and benefactor. The powerful initiative, which each year includes 
a variation of lavender-colored jerseys, dasherboards, stick tape, helmet decals and “I Fight 
For” cards, has successfully generated more than $44 million since its inception in 1998 and 
has continued to remain at the forefront of raising awareness and supporting those affected 
by cancer, touching the lives of millions along the way. The proceeds from the auction for the 
specialty jerseys are donated back to CSC as are a portion from an exclusive fundraising ticket 
offer in the weeks leading up to the game.
 
Additionally, Amerks players have developed personal relationships with people affected 
by cancer over the years, from making appearances across Western New York at Roswell 
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center in Buffalo to Golisano Children’s Hospital locally here in 
Rochester. Just this past season, Amerks players and their significant others spent an evening 
at CSC preparing dinner while Riley Fiddler-Schultz, the team’s reigning AHL Man of the Year 
for community service, personally hosted over a dozen pediatric cancer patients along with their 
families from C.U.R.E. Childhood Cancer Association as part of his Fidds’ Friends program.

Community Leader Award - given to an individual or group of individuals 
demonstrating exceptional leadership and/or philanthropy through a commitment to 
health care and wellness in the cancer community.

HONOREE

Scan QR Code to watch 
Jody Gage's video
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Incyte is a global biopharmaceutical company Headquartered in Wilmington, 
Delaware, Incyte has operations in North America, Europe and Asia.  

  
For more information, visit Incyte.com and follow @Incyte. 

Incyte is proud to be 
a partner and supporter of 

Cancer Support Community 
at Gilda's Club Rochester.
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Congratulations to the   
2026 Heroes Ball Honorees.

Thank you for inspiring hope and support in our community!
Your dedication, compassion and commitment 

to those affected by cancer make a  
meaningful difference in our community.

We are proud to support
Cancer Support Community at Gilda’s Club Rochester

and celebrate the 2026 Honorees.
d

FRANK & SHARON INSERO

s

g

s

g
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We believe health is everything. 

Proud Sponsor  
of Heroes Ball 2026
and Supporter of  
Cancer Support Community  
at Gilda's Club
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PROUD SPONSOR
2026 HEROES BALL
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Congratulations to all of the 2026 Heroes Ball Honorees! 
 

When our community comes together, we can make 
MORE BETTER happen. 

 

Community Driven

Locally Owned

Rich Ide

MORE BETTER. 
MORE HOPE. MORE SUPPORT. MORE COMMUNITY.

Proud to support 
Cancer Support Community at 
Gilda’s Club Rochester 
and Heroes Ball 2026.
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Adventures in Climbing
Airbnb
AmFund
Animal Adventure Park
Bar Bantam
Bass Pro Shops
Batavia Downs Gaming  
    & Hotel
Blue Barn Cidery
Boatworks Canandaigua
Bocaccini's Italian Bistro
Brooklyn Robo 
    Foundry Rochester
Brown Forman
Brown Hound Downtown
Capital Genealogy
Captain Bill's Seneca  
    Lake Cruises
Century Liquor & Wines
Cheesecake Factory
Colonial Belle
Color Me Mine Pittsford
Corning Museum of Glass
Courtyard by Marriott 
    Rochester Downtown 
Creative Caterers
Crisp Rochester
Dalia's
Dead Red Pecker
Del Monte Spa
Dick's Sporting Goods
Finger Lakes Coffee 
Roasters
Flora
Flynnstoned Cannabis Co.
Fool's Gold

Guacamole Food Truck  
    & Catering
Hyatt Regency
iSmash Rochester
Jerlando's Ristorante  
    & Pizza Company
Jerry's Jewelers
Jitters Café
Label
Legends 102.7
Lori's Natural Food
Lucy Desi Museum 
Magpie Irish Pub
Maria Delgado Sutton
Marketview Liquor
Max Chophouse
Memorial Art Gallery
Montezuma Winery  
    & Hidden Marsh 
Distillery
National Comedy Center
Native Eatery & Bar
Nova Trampoline Park
OFC Creations
Painting With a Twist
Park Avenue Paninoteca
Parlays Inn
PetSmart
Pittsford Farms Dairy
Pourin Joy
Project Lean Nation
Randy R. DeFrank
RIT Inn & Conference Center
RJ Corman Railroad Group
Rochester Americans
Rochester Arc & Flame Center

Rochester Museum &
    Science Center
Rochester Philharmonic 
    Orchestra
ROC Holiday Village
RocVentures Climbing
S&S Limousines 
    Showroom & Sales
Salvatore's Old  
    Fashioned Pizzeria
Sam Patch Erie Canal Tours
Sapori Café & Catering 
Shawn & Donna Ritchie
Stokoe Farms
Suntory Global Spirits
Swain Resort
Tastefully Simple by    
    Patty Bardeen
Texas Roadhouse
The Angry Goat
The Canandaigua Lady
The Gem Lab
The Hideaway
The Home Depot
The Red Fern
Three Brothers Wineries  
    & Estates
Thurman Thomas
To the Core Pilates
Twenty Deep Winery
Watkins Glen International  
    from Richard de Asis
Wegmans
Whirlpool Jet Boat Tours

* We are grateful to all our supporters and apologize  for any contributor  
   not listed due to print deadlines.

Thank You!

Live & Silent Auction Donors
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Board of Directors
Chair
Orlando Rivera

Vice Chair
Rosa LaDelfa 

Chief Executive Officer
James Love

Treasurer
Jacqueline DiStefano

Secretary
Claire Bopp

Associate Board
Co-Presidents
David Lanni
Hunter Johnson
Membership Chair
KC Kavanaugh

Treasurer
Tim Stapleton

Engagement Chair
Miranda Grazioplene

Communications 
Chair 
Cassidy Pendell

Board of Directors 
Liaison & Past  
Co-President
Chris Keyes

Immediate Past  
Co-President
Conor McKenna

Members
Matt Crowley
Cristian Cruzado
Josh Desilet
Marie Henning

Bri Inclema
Adam Kirkpatrick
Haley Love
Jasmine McGuire
Clyde Miller
Travis Talerico
Nichole Waldron

Members
Iskra Bonanno
Jacqueline Carzo
Edward Case
Heather Dale
Julia Evans
Diana Fisher
Richard Fraser
Latresha Fuller
Andre Godfrey
Sabrina Howland
Danielle Johnson
Audra Kelley

Chris Keyes
Lisa Laluk
Paige Monks
Steven Ognibene, MD
Laura Page
Colleen Parsons
Chris Simmons
Ryan Wegman
Troy Whigham

Board Governance Chair
Jillian Cauwels

Development Chair 
Robert Poltrino

Program Chair 
Michael Daniels, MD

Medical Advisory Co-Chairs
Arpan Patel, MD
John Mariano, MD

Immediate Past Board Chair 
John Salter

The Maess/Kokanovich 
Family

Proudly Supports 
Cancer Support Community
 at Gilda's Club Rochester 

Congratulations to the 
2026 Heroes Ball 

Honorees.
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Mapping My Journey is our personalized support system for those at any 
stage of their cancer journey. We offer more than 1,000 program sessions 
each year that aim to restore, support, and teach, from health and wellness, to 
expressive arts, social, educational, and youth classes.

Our Program Areas

585.423.9700
CSCROCHESTER.ORG

Our Mission 
We uplift and strengthen people impacted by cancer by providing support, fostering compassionate 

communities, and breaking down barriers to care. We create welcoming communities of no-cost 
support for everyone living with cancer – men, women, teens and children – along with their 

families and friends.

Our Staff
James Love, Chief Executive Officer
Carolyn Murray, Chief Operating Officer
Hannah Bardeen, Clinical Therapist, MHC-LP
Kate Gruenfelder, Program Manager
Amanda Miller, LMHC, Director of
     Programs  & Support Services

Shivani Patel,Youth & Volunteer Engagement Manager
Mary Ellen Smith, Director of Development & Marketing
Caleigh Sullian, Development & Marketing Specialist
Socorro Vasquez, Program Specialist



Wilmot Cancer Institute

We proudly congratulate 
our colleagues and honorees:

Richard DiMarzo 
Simonetti Award

John Mariano, MD 
Heroes Award

Thank you for the difference 
you make for people affected by 
cancer and for our community.

Congratulations
to Our Heroes
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